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really improving economically.”

Dwojak family ___U__w_a $350,000 to enhance Ukrainian student exchange program with lowa _m_% University

Dwajak, lenglime supporiers ol an
exchange program hetween Ukraine and
lowa State University, have donated
S350, 0008 v coilinue their support of the
school. The pgilt was announced during
an lowa State University College of
Agriculture doror recognition evenl here
on Movember 15, 2003,

The pift kicks off a challenge 1o other
supporters 1o raise 51 million that will
further aid student exchanges between
Ukraine and lowa State Unive

“We intend o reach 1 million Gairly
gquickly and we invite everyone 1o hefp.”
Mr. [wojak said. “This fand will belp os
rench another goal, which is o bring
1000 students Tom Ukraime to the United
Stales over the next several years.”

The gifl supports an exchange program
that dates back 20 years, when lowa State
scientists first began visiting Ukraine,
Since 1993 lowa State stiwbents have been
studying i Ulkraine. In returm, mive than
500 Ukrainian students, scholars and
trainees have studied al lowa 5

The program targels sledems who are
in their third or fourth year in o
Ukrainian tniversity or are snecessful
professionals in Ukeaine. The program is
designed (0 ensure participants relurm o
Likraine,

“After the program at lowa State stu-
dents return home o finish their degree
or comtinue work, This helps us maintain
a high return rate,” Mr. Dwojak said
“Indivicduals who doostay in the United
States are accepled inlo a degree program
to conlinue their education,”

The Dwojaks, who live in Venice, Fla,,
met with several Ukrainian stndents dur-
ing o recent visit (o Ames, Towa Stale has
an aclive Ukranian stodent club with 24
members enrolled in varions university
[MOEEAMmS,

“We have tremendous Teedback from
the studemls who came here and now
have exceptiomal jobs in Ukraine.™ Mr.
Dwojak said. “This iz a tremendong
npportunity for young people bropnse
Pk

e i< mnking bupe propress and

Iowa State will begin offering
Ukrainian language, history and culture
clasges on campus in January 204, The
classes are currently offered through a
weh-hased parinership program with
Pennsy lvania State Liniversily.,

“Difering Ukranian language, hisiory
and culture classes is very imporiant and
I think will cncournge others 1 give (o
the program and encourage Uk
students in participate.” Mr. Drwojak said.

The Dwojaks are sclive menbers of
the Ukrainian American community in
the United States. They first leamed about
lowa State's work in Ukeaine in the early
1990 and began supporting the program
with diations and fund-raising effons.

"Towa fits this kind of excha helter
v any stale in the nation. It is ke
Ukraine in that both are breadbaskets,
Agriculture also is imporlant o both
arcas,” Mr. Drwojak said.

The College of Agriculture at Towa
State recenily designated Ukraine as a
sirategic partner In its intermational edu-
cation programs, David Acker, assistant
dean of the College of Agriculture, =aid
ihat the Drwojaks' gift is an investment in
a program Uit benclits both Ukrainian
and Towa Siate students.

“The College of Agricultere is dedicat-
ed to pursning research in a global context
and educating students o woik effectively
in 2 global economy. This will help the
eollege and aid Ukrainian students who
will Torm the foundation for a democratic
and prospemons Ulkraine,™ Mre Acker said.

Mr. Acker recalled meeting studenis
who had participated in the exchange
program when he visited Kyiv. He visited
three former exchange students who were
suecessful in Ukraine.

“1 was invited (o dinner by three young
men that had participated in our prograin,
One was president of the Ukrainian
hranch of a multinational company, one
wis A regional sales manager of a 11.5
zed company amd another ran his own
information echnology company.”

Catherine Weieki, dean ol the € nllepe

Stefan and Kateryna Dwaojak, (on the lefi) are seen wi

th Catherine Woteki, dean,

and David Acker, assistant dean, of the College of Agriculiure at lowa Siale
University.

of Agricultsre. thanked the Dwaojaks al
the event that recagnized iheir contribu-
tion to the Cnllege of Agriculture.

“We recently completed bwo decades
of cooperation with Uksaine and with the
[Dwujaks” leadership gift we are azsured
that we will continue conperation long
into the futare,” Ms. Woleki said,

For Mykola Sarazhynskyy, a
Uksainian student, the exchange program
has Jeaul o an opporionity to study agri-
cultural business at lowa State University
for the past two years. Hle met the
Dwenjoks six years ago in Eviv and the
following year he visited lowa State,

“This is an opportunity for Ukrainian
stndents 1o visil other countries and get
an understanding about how things oper-
ate cutzide Ukraine.” Mr. Sarazhynskyy
said. "1t also helps students (ake what
they leam hack to Uk

Ukrainian students al lowa Siate
cstablished a clob over a year agoe 1o
share knowledge ghoin Meir commiry with
Amserican friends, The club has 24 mem
bers ol 34 associate members,

“The club arpanizes celebrations of
Ukrainian Independence Day. partici-
pates in cultural cvenls on campus and in
the community, advizes lowa State siu-
dents planming trips 1o Ukraine and helps
Ukrainian students feel at home, whether
they are in lewa [or short- or long-term
visits." satd Mr. Sarazhynzskyy.

In September, eight Taculty and staff
memhers from lowa State University vis-
ited Ukraine, and next spring Six
Ukrainian agribusiness leaders will visit
lowa State to leam about grain and seed
marketing, Mext May, 20 Towa State siu-
dents and Tour faculty will leave for a
study tour of Lkraine.

For information about the program or
for information on how o help support
the program, contact Mr. Acker, I51)-
Ukraine Student Exchange Program, 104
Curtiss Hall, Towa State University,
Ames, TA SO011: or e-mail dacker@ias-
tate_eduw. You can alse contact Rich
RBundy in the college’s development
office al {515y 294.908K or at
Ty P instnte oo




